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The aim of this article is to
describe the development in
antimicrobial consumption in
the Danish pig production sector during and
after the AGP stop.

Since 1995, practically all therapeutic
antimicrobials used in pig herds in Denmark
have been prescribed by veterinarians and
bought from pharmacies.

Since 2001, antimicrobial consumption in
pigs and other production animals has been
recorded in a central database, Vetstat.

Figures on total consumption of AGPs and
prescribed antimicrobials in Denmark were
obtained from the Danish Antimicrobial
Resistance Monitoring and Research
Programme (DANMAP).

The consumption of prescribed antimicro-
bials per pig was calculated by dividing the
total annual consumption of antimicrobials
used for pigs by the total number of pigs
produced. Approximately 80% of the total
consumption of prescribed antimicrobials in
Denmark was used for pigs.

Following the AGP stop, an increased

Fig. I. Consumption of prescribed antimicrobials used
per finisher pig in Denmark 2001- 2004.

therapeutic consumption of antimicrobials in
food animals was observed (Table |).

However, the total antimicrobial con-
sumption (therapeutic + AGP) was consid-
erably lower than before the AGP stop.

When correcting for the annual produc-
tion of finisher pigs, it is apparent that the
increase appeared approximately two years
after the AGP stop (Fig. I).

Since the Danish AGP stop in 2000, pig
production has been able to further expand
its intensive and export oriented pig produc-
tion without using AGPs (Table ).

The total consumption of antimicrobials
used for production animals was reduced
significantly after the AGP stop (Table I).

However, significant negative effects on
health and productivity were observed in
weaner pigs, and the amount of antimicro-
bials used per produced pig gradually
increased, especially after 2002 (Fig. I).

This was probably partly due to the intro-

Table I. Annual pig production figures and total consumption of AGPs and pre-
scribed antimicrobials for Danish food producing animals 1994-2004.

Year 94 96 98 99
Pig prod.

(Millions) 2l 2 e 2
AGP 16 106 49 12
Prescribed 90 48 57 62
Pl 206 154 16 74
(tonnes)

00 0l 02 03 04
22 23 24 24 25

8l 96 96 103 13

8l 96 96 103 13
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