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Tackling diseases and 
meeting the growing 
demand for poultry

The phrase ‘prevention is better 
than cure’ is a commonly held 
belief, so it is no surprise that 

vaccinations are used widely in the 
poultry production industry. 
Healthier flocks produce higher 
volumes of quality eggs and return 
higher feed conversion ratios. 
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Until recently, chicks were 
vaccinated subcutaneously, but this 
approach is time consuming, labour 
intensive and detrimental to return 
on investment figures for the 
producer. It is also stressful for the 
birds, something which needs to be 
considered with consumers 
increasingly demanding high 
standards of animal welfare.  

Better for business and 
better for birds 

A new vaccination approach – using 
in ovo technology – is fast becoming 
the method of choice across the 
globe. Injecting directly into the eggs 
rather than waiting for chicks to 
hatch has many advantages.  

However, not all in ovo systems are 
equally effective. The dual needle 
system on the Embrex BioDevice 

from Zoetis, for instance, 
offers more accurate 
vaccine placement 
than single needle 
devices, and so 
provides better 
protection against 
disease.  

Built to excel at 
egg location, shell 
penetration, site of 
injection, vaccine 
delivery and needle sanitisation, the 
Embrex BioDevice system meets all 
the requirements of modern egg 
producers, whatever their size.  

Zoetis’ Embrex Inovoject Dual 
Needle System – featuring a needle 
within a needle design – delivers the 
vaccine straight from the bag. This 
maintains vaccine integrity, efficacy 
and dose amounts.  

Importantly, after each injection 
the needle/punch equipment is 
sanitised in just a few seconds. Every 
hour, up to 60,000 eggs can be 
vaccinated using this sanitary and 
efficient system.  

Approaching 300 billion eggs have 
been vaccinated across the world 
using Embrex BioDevice systems 
since they were launched. That is 
more than 15 billion eggs vaccinated 
a year globally.  

Maintaining production levels is 
important to any business and Zoetis 
provides mechanical and technical 
support 24 hours a day, seven days a 
week, so producers can be confident 
that their facilities will operate at 

maximum capacity. Zoetis offers a 
variety of vaccines for use with the 
Embrex BioDevice and the system 
can also be used for other approved 
in ovo vaccines.  

Meeting increasing demand 
in India 

The Indian domestic sector is quickly 
adopting new technologies that 
enhance the productivity, safety and 
sustainability of poultry production. 
This includes vaccination 
developments that help prevent 
diseases and reduce the need for 
disease treatments. 

India is one of the world’s largest 
producers of eggs and broiler meat, 
and the market is projected to grow 
to INR 4,340 billion by 2024. 

Poultry producers must take every 
opportunity to reduce diseases and 
biosecurity risks, if they are to meet 

this increasing demand for poultry 
meat and eggs.  

The poultry industry has already 
changed dramatically over the past 
few decades. There has been a shift 
away from smallholdings towards the 
development of large-scale 
integrated producers and, with it, a 
sizeable investment in breeding, 
hatching, rearing and processing 
facilities.  

The next stage for the Indian 
poultry industry is to ensure 
effective and healthy production by 
embracing new technologies that 
play an important role in shifting 
from traditional disease treatment 
with antibiotics to preventative 
solutions including vaccination.  

Innovative technology, like the 
Embrex BioDevice, will help poultry 
producers to produce safe food 
more efficiently – benefitting the 
animals, customers and business.     n 

 

http://www.zoetis.com

